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Second Grade Summer Reading Program 

Bel Air Elementary - 2016 

 

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue 
developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to 
participate in the program are required to complete a minimum of five books.   

Students participating in the program in Second Grade will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include 
the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian signature indicating that the student has completed 
the reading.   

For Second Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the 
Public Library documentation will apply.  
 
Students in Second Grade who read a minimum of five books will receive an extra S+ for each book completed, for a 
total of five. The summer reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of 
school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian are also acceptable.  Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program 
and its documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Second Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

 
Titles with a * in front of them are on the 2016-2017 Virginia Readers Choice list, a voluntary program in which Bel Air 
participates.  Titles on this list are from the Primary (K-3) list.  Their reading levels and maturity levels vary.   
Please read the annotations to know if the book is appropriate for your child.  Bel Air students who participate need to 
read a minimum of 4 books on the VRC list in order to vote in April. 

 
Author Title Publication Date Annotation 

Adler, David Bones series  

Features easy-to-follow storylines, brief sentences, and visual 

clues within the illustrations, plus the antics of Detective 

Jeffrey Bones who is always ready to help when a mystery 

strikes. 

Adler, David 
Young Cam Jansen and/or 

Cam Jansen series 
 

Fifth grader Cam Jansen uses her phenomenal photographic 

memory to solve mysteries. Stories are in "Beginning 

Chapter-Book" format. 

Appelt, Kathi 
Bubba and Beau meet the 

relatives 
2008 

While preparing for a visit from some relatives--and even 

after they arrive--Bubba and Beau want nothing more than to 

sink their paws into the squishy, squashy mud hole. 

 

Arnold, Ted Hi! Fly Guy 2005 

When Buzz captures a fly to enter in The Amazing Pet Show, 

his parents and the judges tell him that a fly cannot be a pet, 

but Fly Guy proves them wrong. 

 

 

Bell, CeCe  * I Yam a Donkey 2015 A donkey excitedly announces, "I yam a donkey!" 

Unfortunately the donkey's audience happens to be a yam, 

and one who is particular about sloppy pronunciation and 

poor grammar. An escalating series of misunderstandings 

leaves the yam furious and the clueless donkey bewildered 

by the yam's growing (and amusing) frustration. 
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Broach, Elise Cousin John is coming! 2006 

After learning that the cousin he dislikes is coming for a 

visit, a boy imagines what unpleasant things might happen to 

him. 

 

Byrne, Richard  * This Book Just Ate My 

Dog 

2014 When her dog disappears into the gutter of the book, Bella 

calls for help. But when the helpers disappear too, Bella 

realizes it will take more than a tug on the leash to put things 

right. 

De La Peña, Matt  * Last Stop on Market 

Street 

2015 A young boy rides the bus across town with his grandmother 

and learns to appreciate the beauty in everyday things. 

Dyckman, Ame  * Wolfie the Bunny 2015 The Bunny family has adopted a wolf son, and daughter Dot 

is the only one who realizes Wolfie can--and might--eat them 

all up! Dot tries to get through to her parents, but they are too 

smitten to listen. 

Escoffier , Michaël  * Take Away the A 2014 The idea behind the book is that within every language there 

are words that change and become a different word through 

the simple subtraction of a single letter. In other words, 

without the "A," the Beast is Best 

Giff, Patricia Reilly 
Any picture book or easy 

reader 
 

Easy chapter books; school related stories 

 

Haughton, Chris  * Shh…We Have a Plan 2014 Four friends creep through the woods, and what do they 

spot? An bird high in a tree! 'Hello birdie,' waves one. 'Shh! 

We have a plan,' hush the others. They stealthily make their 

advance, nets in the air. Ready one, ready two, ready three, 

and go! But as one plan after another fails, it soon becomes 

clear that their observant companion, has a far better idea. 

Hoffman, Mary  Amazing Grace  1991 

Although a classmate says that she cannot play Peter Pan in 

the school play because she is African-American, Grace 

discovers that she can do anything she sets her mind to do. 

 

Jenkins, Emily Five Creatures 2001 

In words and pictures, a girl describes the three humans and 

two cats that live in her house, and details some of the traits 

that they share. 
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Jenkins, Steve & 

Page, Robin  

* Creature Features: 25 

animals explain why they 

look the way they do 

2014 Packed with many cool facts and visuals on where certain 

animals live and what they eat, this book captures twenty-

five humorous—and very true—explanations of why animals 

look the way they do in order to exist in this world. 

Kloske, Geoffrey 
Once upon a time, the end 

: (asleep in 60 seconds) 
2005 

A tired father takes only a few sentences to tell a number of 

classic tales in order to get the persistent listener to fall 

asleep. 

 

Little, Jean Emma’s Yucky Brother 2002 

Emma finds out how hard it is to be a big sister when her 

family adopts a four-year-old boy named Max. 

 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 
Mummies in the morning 1993 

Jack and his younger sister take a trip in their tree house back 

to ancient Egypt, where they help a queen's mummy continue 

her voyage to the Next Life. 

 

 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 
Afternoon on the Amazon 1995 

Eight-year-old Jack, his seven-year-old sister, Annie, and 

Peanut the mouse ride in a tree house to the Amazon rain 

forests, where they encounter giant ants, flesh-eating 

piranhas, hungry crocodiles, and wild jaguars. 

 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 
Day of the Dragon King 1998 

The magic tree house takes Jack and Annie back two 

thousand years to ancient China where they must find the 

original copy of an old legend before the Imperial Library is 

burned down by the evil Dragon King. 

 

Osborne, Mary 

Pope 
Twister on Tuesday 2001 

When Jack and Annie travel back to the Kansas prairie in 

search of "something to learn," they gain an understanding of 

how hard life was for pioneers and they experience the terror 

of a tornado. 

 

 Park, Barbara Junie B. Jones Series  

Amusing stories about June B., a lovable, mischievous 

youngster, as she adjusts to school and to life in general! 
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Polacco, Patricia Emma Kate 2005 

Emma Kate and her best friend share many activities, such as 

homework and soccer practice, and even have their tonsils 

out at the same time, all the things best friends do. But there 

is more to this best friend than meets the eye. 

 

Rylant, Cynthia Henry and Mudge series  

Early chapter books about the adventures of Henry and his 

dog Mudge. 

 

Schachner, Judith 

Byron 
Skippyjon Jones books  

The adventures of a cat named Skippyjon Jones, who thinks 

he is a Chihuahua. 

Shannon, David Duck on a Bike 2002 

One day, Duck decides to try riding a bike. As he rides past 

all the farm animals, everyone has different thoughts about 

Duck's idea. Each animal's thoughts, in expressions from 

boredom to envy, are perfectly illustrated. 

 

Stevens, Janet 
And the dish ran away 

with the spoon 
2001 

When Dish and Spoon run away, their nursery rhyme friends 

Cat, Cow, and Dog set out to rescue them in time for the next 

evening's reading of their rhyme. 

Stilton, Geronimo 
The curse of the cheese 

pyramid 
2004 

Mouse journalist Geronimo Stilton gets the chance of a 

lifetime when he is sent to Egypt to interview an 

archaeologist and learns a secret about the Seven Wonders of 

the Ancient Mouse World. 

 

Viorst, Judith  

Alexander and the terrible, 

Horrible, No Good, Very 

Bad Day  

2009 

On a day when everything goes wrong for him, Alexander is 

consoled by the thought that other people have bad days too. 

 

Weinberg, Steve  * Rex Finds an Egg, Egg, 

Egg! 

2015 Rex, a tyrannosaurus, finds an egg and loves it enough to 

save it from a volcano that is about to erupt, protecting it as 

he runs, falls, splashes, tumbles, and more on the way to his 

nest. 

Wells, Rosemary Bunny money 1999 

Max and Ruby spend so much on emergencies while 

shopping for Grandma's birthday presents, that they just 

barely have enough money left for gifts. 
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Wilson, Karma Bear Snores on 2009 

On a cold winter night many animals gather to party in the 

cave of a sleeping bear, who then awakes and protests that he 

has missed the food and the fun. 

 

Yamada , Kobi  * What Do You Do With 

an Idea? 

2013 This is the story of one brilliant idea and the child who helps 

to bring it into the world. As the child's confidence grows, so 

does the idea itself. 

Yoon, Salina  * Found 2014 Upon finding a toy rabbit in the forest, Bear tries his very 

best to return it to its home but by the time its owner appears, 

Bear has become attached to Bunny. 
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Prince William County Public 
Schools 

Summer Reading 2016 
Documentation Grades K – 2 

 
 
Please include the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian 
signature indicating that the student has completed the reading. Students in Grades K-2 
are required to read a minimum of five books in order to receive extra credit. 
 
 

Book Title Author 

1.   

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 
 
My student has read the above list of books. 
 
 
 

Parent or Guardian signature 
 

 

**Please note students may also participate in the Prince William County Public Library 
Summer Quest Program, and the Public Library documentation will apply.    
 

Student’s Name Classroom Teacher 

 
 


